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Increasing food production has been one of the major 

triumphs of the human enterprise over the last century

Traditionally emphasis has been placed on production, 

the availability aspect of food security, the elements of 

accessibility and stability, are under increasing scrutiny



A changing climate leads to changes in extreme 

weather and climate events



Source: National Climatic Data Center

Source: National Climatic Data 
Center

What do we know?

Ten Indicators of Changing Conditions:



Source: InfoRoma, 2004. www.inforoma.it

The Romans Ignored The AD 305 IPCC Report (and 

apparently several National Climate Assessments) !

DEFERRED MAINTENANCE?



System, region - unit of analysis (what is vulnerable?), valued 

attributes of concern (why is it important?), external hazard (to 

what is the system vulnerable?), a temporal reference (when?) 

Developed to target conservation efforts- maps explicitly 

developed to help aid organizations in priority setting and 

strategic planning with regards to climate adaptation projects

ÅHigh exposure, high sensitivity, rates of change and low 

adaptive capacity, to suffer significant impacts 

Å Identify likely climate change impacts and conveying with  

strong visual elements

ñHotspotsò
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Many potential futures: 

Adaptation requires science that analyzes decisions, identifies 

vulnerabilities, improves foresight, and develops options


